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the ground around Petersburg as early UK four
o'clock in tho aftornoou of (ho 15th,. Tho days
were long, and it would have given him considora-
blo time before nighk I do not think thorn is any
doubt that Petersburg it noli' could have boon, car-
ried without much loss; or, at leant, if protected by
inner detached works, that a line could have been
established very much in rear of the one then oc-
cupied by the enemy. This would have given UK
control of both (ho Weldon and South Hide rail-
roads. Thin would also have saved an immense
amount of hard, lighting which had to be done from
, 1864 the lf>th to the lBtht and would have given ns
greatly the advantage in the long siege which
ensued.

I now ordered the troops to be put under cover
and, allowed, some of the rent which they had so
long needed. They remained quiet, except that
there wan more or leas firing every day, until the
22d, when General Monde ordered an advance to-
ward tho Weldon railroad. We were very anxious
to get to that road, and even round to the Houth
Side railroad, if possible.

LXMI) JVIoado moved Hancock^ corps, now commanded
by Biruoy, to the left, with a view to at least force
the enemy to stay within the limits of his own line.
General Wright-, with the Sixth (Jorps, was ordered,
by a road farther south, to march directly for the
Weldon road. The1! enemy passed in between thase
two corps and attacked vigorously, and with very
BorkniB results to tho National troopH, who were
then, withdrawn from their advanced position,

The Army of tho Potomac, WIIH given, tho invest-
ment of Pctorsburg, while the Army of the Jameshave been uponil reinforcements could have got
